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ITALIAN ORGANIC SECTOR EXPANDING
COMPLETE FIGURES TO BE UNVEILED AT SANA ON 8 SEPTEMBER

Initial figures published by SINAB (National Information System for Organic Agriculture)
based on data submitted to the Ministry for Agricultural, Food and Forestry Policies by the
Control Authorities (released on 17 July) show that as of 31 December 2011 there were a
total of 48,269 organic sector businesses in Italy. These include: 37,905 exclusive
producers; 6,165 processing companies (including companies with retail sales activities);
3,906 with both production and processing activities; 63 exclusive importers; 230 importers
that also perform production or processing activities. The total number of businesses has
therefore increased by 1.3% with respect to 2010.

The complete figures for ltalian organic produce and production details elaborated by
SINAB will be unveiled at the conference entitled "SANA MONITOR: ALL THE FIGURES
FOR ORGANIC PRODUCTION IN ITALY", to be held during SANA on Saturday 8
September from 3.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. (Sala Concerto - Services Centre - 1st Floor -
Block D). During the conference, Nomisma, the private economic research institute
renowned within Italy and Europe for its analysis of the agri-food system, will present the
results of a direct survey on the propensity of Italian consumers to purchase organic foods.

MANY KEY PLAYERS AMONGST FOREIGN BUYERS
SANA'S GUESTS FROM BRAZIL, CHINA, RUSSIA AND THE USA

This year SANA will be hosting delegations of organic sector buyers (fresh and processed
foods) from Brazil, China, Russia, USA and Canada, who have been selected at workshops
and meetings held in recent months in Sdo Paulo, Moscow and Washington. The
internationalisation programme for SANA and the Italian organic sector has been drawn up
in cooperation with Federbio, the Ministry for Economic Development (by way of the former
Italian Trade Commission ICE), and the Emilia-Romagna regional government's production
activities department.

The guests will include a large number of major players. The Brazilian delegation will
include: Mundo Verde, the leading player in the specialist organic channel with 25 years of
business activity, 196 stores (31 of which were opened in 2011), from 4,000 to 7,000 items
per store and around 150,000 customers a day; and Pao de Agucar, a brand of Companhia
Brasileira de Distribuicdo, the leading player in the large-scale distribution sector in
Brazil and the second largest in the whole of Latin America, and the leader in organic
sales in large-scale distribution with 1800 supermarkets and hypermarkets throughout
the country. The 17 buyers from USA and Canada will include: United Natural Foods, Inc.,
the leading independent distributor of organic and natural products in the USA with chains
on both coasts and in Canada and a sales volume of more than US $5 billion; Organic
Trade Company, an importer and distributor with platforms in Philadelphia and Toronto;
some of the leading importers of Italian specialities (such as Dean & De Luca and Pondini
Imports); leading local players such as Dave's Marketplace, the foremost independent
retail distribution chain in Rhode Island which maintains a strong emphasis on organic
products and 100% additive-free natural foods.

Major Russian firms include AZBUKA VKUSA ("ABC of Taste"), which counts 50 "gourmet
supermarkets" in Moscow and is the leading seller of organic produce imported from
Europe; the wholesaler Organic Trade/Ecoproduct; specialists in Italian products Total
CityFood and Italia Mia; and the Bahetle chain (with 22 multi award-winning supermarkets
in Moscow). The Chinese delegation includes various trading companies such as
SHANGHAI DONGSUO TRADING CO, currently the top importer of Italian organic
products in the growing Chinese market.



"FEEDING THE PLANET SUSTAINABLY:
THE ROLE OF ORGANIC AGRICULTURE" TO OPEN SANA 2012

"Organic agriculture is not a luxury but a necessity" argued the European commissioner for
agricultural policies during his speech at the Rio+20 UN conference.

The theme of organic agriculture in a global context will be discussed at SANA's opening
conference (Saturday 8 September, 11.00 a.m.) "Feeding the planet sustainably: the
role of organic agriculture”. Following introductory remarks by Duccio Campagnoli
(Chairman of BolognaFiere) and Paolo Carnemolla (Chairman of Federbio), talks will be
given by Corrado Clini (Italian Minister for Environment), Markus Arbenz (executive
director of IFOAM), Paolo De Castro (Chair of the European Parliament's agriculture
committee), Tiberio Rabboni (Emilia Romagna regional government's agriculture
officer), Pilar Santacoloma (economist and agronomist, FAO) and Andrea Segré (Dean of
the Agriculture Faculty of the University of Bologna).
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